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Ray Brown Trio and James Morrison – Jazz in Umbria 1993
Introduction
The Jazz performance by Ray Brown Trio and James Morrison in Umbria Jazz 1993 had 	11 songs performed by four artists with Ray Brown, James Morisons, Benny Green, and Jeff Hamilton. I watched through the video running about fifty-three minutes and the performance was great. The four men were in front of the stage dressed in neatly looking suits and the audience calmly seated, watching and enjoying the performance. Two were seated; Benny Green in a Black suit playing the piano and Jeff Hamilton in a blue suit playing the drum set while Ray Brown stood in the white suit playing the acoustic double bass and later joined by James Morrison in a black suit who played a combination of the trumpet, fluegelhorn, and the trombone. 

Bass Face
The concert starts with a milestone where three artists each play concurrently their instruments for about five minutes the Bass face. Ray Brown plays the Acoustic, Benny Green the Piano, and Hamilton the drums for five minutes with no interruptions. The combinations of the acoustic drum and piano produce a pleasant-sounding musical. The first song ends and the crowd applauses. The Bass Face is originally an English Jaz style, which is a combination of base acoustic with guitar tunes. The music produces an alternating bass and acoustic tune that is heart touching. The song was enjoyable especially at the moments when Ray James was pausing the instrumental plays. During this introductory performance, James was a significant soloist. He guided the performances of Hamilton and Green by changing the tones of his acoustic bass. In the end, each appears to wipe off the sweat from their faces. The applause from the cloud indicates a performance full of energy.

Put your Little Right Foot Out
As the crow pauses the applause, Brown starts playing solo the song ‘Put your Little Right Foot Out’ for about two minutes, and then he is slowly joined by Green playing slowly the piano, and later Hamilton picks up with the drums and the three take it slow. They play continuously for almost five minutes a relaxing melody. Suddenly, an abrupt upbeat that arouses the crowd into uncontrollable applause and cheer. The drum player and the pianist leave the stage performance to Ray who takes the audience for about two additional minutes goes solo by playing a relaxing and mind-blowing acoustic tune. All I could hear was the acoustic bass taking me to the wonderland of the magnificence of jazz music.  As if this was all, the pianist and the drum player pick up and all the three go a notch higher and collaboratively conclude just as the crowd expects more. The audience is lefts amazed and continuously cheering, wondering what an amazing performance. Ray Brown is still the soloist in the performance of the two songs above. The piano and the drum players back him up with low and uniform jazz instrumentals to provide musical rhyme to the acoustic base he plays. ‘Put your Little Right Foot Out’ is a Country-Western song and Ray recorded the song with Oscar Peterson in 1964 and again played it in 1980 in an album Summerwind. In my view, the performance of this song was incredible. The alternating low and abrupt changes to high made my blood warmer and felt a slight increase in the rate of heartbeat. 	
 
You are my Sunshine
The third performance of the night was on Duke Ellington's songs. Ray Brown took a second to introduce and for about thirteen minutes or so, all that I could hear was an emotional instrumental tune on Ellington's songs except for the last song. After the announcement, Ray starts on with ‘You are my Sunshine.’ The facial expressions on his face made an indication of strong emotions as he tightly held the bass and squeezed the strings to produce an emotional soundtrack. At this time, green and Hamilton are relaxing by the side of their instruments, listening to Ray’s performance. The style of this presentation is a slow traditional rhythmical jazz style mainly contributed by the bass guitar. Only he could understand the feelings and emotions the song presented. The crowd was quiet and calm throughout the whole performance. No cheer nor any applause. This was a boring emotional art and following an energetic performance, it made the crowd dull. 

Sophisticated Lady and Do Nothing till You Hear from Me
The inclusion of these two songs in the solo acoustic performance if not careful will go unnoticed by the listener. One may mistake the performance for a single song and they are three different songs in one continuous acoustic tune. Ray Brown is still performing solo and the other two have to wait for him to finish the slow emotional acoustic solo to end. It is also an emotional performance with all similar characteristics as the above song. As mentioned above, the songs performed by Ray as a solo artist have the same characteristics. Therefore, the same feedback as in the case above, it made me dull and I can comment about the reaction of the crowd. 

Cottontail
After about four minutes, the two join in an introduction of 'Cottontail' song performance. The drums and the incorporation of the piano keys produce a mixture of complicated emotions take it up. For a minute or two, Ray takes a rest leaving Green and Hamilton in control of the stage. The two artists arouse a mixture of emotions amongst crowd members who fail to understand how the tunes changed from one song to another. Then suddenly again, the piano leaves it all for Hamilton to do his wonders with the drums. I could feel my heart pounding in synchronization with the drum beats. The conclusion of this session was not as in the first two periods such that as Hamilton’s drums were high in the beat, Ray with the acoustic and Green with the piano joined and together summarize the session with an outstanding enthusiastic melody and a sudden stop. The amazement in the crowd was unexplainable. I could feel the blood rushing throughout my body from the heart down to the legs and up to the ears and the fingers. This performance comprising of single instrumental performance is a classical jazz style. Each artist performs independently and they all come back in, to sum up, the piece of art. This song in my opinion was the best performed of the whole concert. Having taken me off the seat and rushing warm through my veins, the piece was what I can say ‘wow.’ The audience can also buck me up considering their noisy applause reaction at the end of the presentation. They could not stop cheering even after the performance was over. Halfway through the concert, James Morrison comes out and joins the group.
	
You are My Sunshine
James Morrison with the trumpet introduces the song. The other artists support him with a low tune in the background and later pick up the tone into a formation of the melodious sunshine. Morrison guides the rest of the group in a well-established exciting tune. For eleven minutes, the crowd was constantly cheering for the awesomeness of the combination of the four instrumentalists. At some point, the pianist lost the crowd through a wave of astonishing piano sound as the group supported from far behind in very low tones. The main man in the presentation was the trumpet player Morrison who could not stop swaying the crowd away. The performance is taken to sleep in a well-structured musical design, which ends in an agreement. Morison without letting the crowd down from the previous performance he leads then in an energized jazz style to maintain the rhythm of the previous song. The applications of the instruments and their conjunction provided the crowd with an astonishing performance that was cheered on throughout its presentation.  I was entertained and felt brought back entirely to the concert again through the series of touching climaxes.
Seven Steps to Heaven
This was the eighth song to be performed at the concert. Running four minutes and guided by Morrison again. The song is picked highly from the very start by the drum player, and then Morrison now playing the flue gel takes control together with Ray and Green supporting in the background. The audience cannot hold their emotions and they can be heard from far shouting at the very edge of their voices. Holding his air pump into the gel, he maintains the song pitch high and does not take it down the note at any moment, and towards he stops and they all stand aside to let the drums complete the song as it started. What a wonderful song! I would say. The song ends a minute later with notes from the flue gel, acoustic bass, the piano, and the drums at its minimal.  	The Musical textures incorporated in this song maintained its performance on the top-notch. The key soloist did fantastic work with the Fluegel in producing a song with a dynamic sound and independent melody. I found all four artists pacifying and greatly enjoyed the song.
Blues From James
This was the ninth song and was started by Ray Brown, taking it from the top of his acoustic bass guitar. Seconds later Green's piano keys join his and Hamilton's drum beats. The crowd could not control itself and from the background, one could hear the audience say 'Yeah' this is a sign of satisfaction and the song has not even picked yet. The was already raising the emotions of the crowd, to my surprise, Morrison made the crowd run mad when he blew air through the trumpet for the whole three minutes when the song run till the end. The combination of his fingers and the air pumped into the trumpet provided a sound not heard before in the concert. The song starting at the highest not and ending at even a higher note than the one it started with. This was more than entertainment. This performance had no soloist. I was not able to identify any since all the four artists were at their best performance in the night.

Things Ain’t as they Used to be
Down to the last ten minutes of the concert. The question is how is the team going to finish the concert? This question could not be answered since the crowd was already at its climax. The team can only make it better. Everything quiet, the bass of the trombone hits the crowd as an earthquake. Morrison takes the lead and he is accompanied by the acoustic, drumbeats, and the piano. They take it slow not to disappoint the crowd. Morrison pulls out and the rest of the team players compose a soul-relaxing melodious tune. You could hear the piano keys taking the lead. Morrison rejoins with all his three instruments and plays them simultaneously. The crowd has not seen this before and the applause is unstoppable. He concludes the performance with the alternating sounds of the trumpet, flue gel, and the trombone. A moment of silence, and then all together conclude their performance. The crowd does not know what to do but cheer praise, and clapping. This was the sum-up of the performance I expected.

Summary and Conclusion
The 1993 Umbria Jazz concert entailed a total of ten songs performed by four jazz instrumental artists. Each played a specific instrument including the piano, the drums, the acoustic double bass, and one played three different types of instruments; trumpet, flue gel, and trombone. Each of the ten songs played was unique in their style. In my opinion, song number six was the most outstanding of all the performed songs. It was energizing and brought out happy emotions. The general performance was wonderful. That was the best hour of jazz performance I have witnessed.

